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Emerging trends in Europe and the US show that millennials 
(born between 1984-94) are gardening more and more, but 
not so in Australia - perhaps because rental rules are often 
prohibitive, and housing costs are high which can make it a 
struggle for us to literally put down roots. 

However, 33-year-old graphic designer and new homeowner 
Erica Schmerbeck is passionate about her garden. Heavily 
influenced by her mother’s and grandparents’ love of gardening, 
Erica has always had a love for colour and design. “My Mum had 
a brilliant garden - we had 5 acres until I was 17, with a beautiful 
cottage sitting on a slope. There was a walkway down to the 
cottage and trees surrounded the walkway, while ferns and 
palms and poppies - anything you can think of - lined the walkway 
on both sides.”

Erica’s garden in Wynnum is slowly taking shape. With the help of 
her parents, her partner and his parents, she is shifting topsoil 
to debulk the garden beds, adding veggies, and using the plants 
donated by her mum and partner’s Mum to bringing some 
individuality back to the garden. “There was just one type of plant 
absolutely everywhere - it needed some variety!” She is also trying 
to be more water conscious, planting more self-sustaining plants, 
and is currently caring for a multitude of little baby succulents.

When we stop to think, it only makes sense for young Australians 
to be interested in gardening. We live our lives outside: we play 
in the garden, host games of backyard cricket and footy, we swim 
and celebrate 18ths and 21sts, have tea parties, Christmases, 
Easter-egg hunts, barbeques - even the occasional beloved pet is 
laid to rest in our gardens. Then we fly from the nest straight into 
a unit, and our gardens shrink to windowsills and patios, but we 
have our sunlit memories, and we long for own own bit of earth.  

So if you see a confused millennial wandering around your 
garden, don’t panic. Take them by the hand and teach them how 
to care for a living element, the way they have taught you how to 
use your smartphone. That way, we will have more people like 
Erica, and the world could do with a few more of those. 

HELP! THERE’S A MILLENNIAL IN MY GARDEN!

Expect nothing less...
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Welcome to the first edition of HOME FRONT: The Sash & 
Gable newsletter! Home Front will be published quarterly 
and will focus on our community, bringing you local stories 
of interest and insights into the local real estate industry. 

We hope you enjoy reading Home Front as much as we love 
putting it together. Let us know if you have a story you would 
like to share, and keep an eye out for our next issue, coming 
to your doorstep in July 2017!

WELCOME

By Stephanie Mowry



Just before midnight on 23 August 2011, a fire started in the 
downstairs office of a house in Slacks Creek. In less than 10 minutes, 
the entire house was ablaze. 11 people lost their lives; the greatest 
loss of life from a domestic house fire in Australian history.

When the coroner’s report revealed there were no working 
smoke detectors in the home, recommendations were made 
to prevent anything like this horrifying event from happening 
again. Regional Manager of Community Safety, Inspector 
Douglas King of the Queensland Fire & Emergency Services 
(QFES), would like to remind everyone that new legislation is 
being phased in over the next 10 years, with the plan being 
that by 2027, all houses will be fitted with interconnected 
photoelectric smoke alarms, including an alarm in each 
bedroom. “It has been proven that working smoke alarms will 
save lives. This is about making people as safe as possible in 
their homes.” For full details of how these changes will impact 
you, please visit the QFES website.

2017 also marks the 20th anniversary of QFES’s  ‘Don’t be an 
April Fool’ campaign. Every year on April 1st, they put all jokes 
aside and ask you to:

• Ensure your smoke alarms are working. Replace the 
batteries, even if they work, as there is no guarantee they 
will continue to work for another year.

• Replace the alarm if it is more than 10 years old, or if there 
is no date on it.

If you do need to replace your alarm, Inspector King 
recommends choosing the photoelectric kind. “They are 
better for residential houses - they pick up small, smouldering 
fires faster - the kind that occurs when people are asleep or 
distracted. This is where smoke alarms become so important - 
early warning systems save lives.”

Photo: (Left to right) Station Officer Mark Boreham, Senior Firefighter Jon 
Spencer, Senior Firefighter James Thornburn, Senior Firefighter George Phillips
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AREA OVERVIEW AND TRENDS
Period Sales Wynnum Wynnum W Manly Manly W Lota Wakerley Gumdale Birkdale Thorneside

Q2 - 16 Houses Sold
Median Price

74
565,000

52
511,000

20
888,000

48
594,000

14
475,000

48
758,000

12
1,080,000

70
550,000

8
481,000

Q3 - 16 Houses Sold
Median Price

75
610,000

58
534,000

27
785,000

47
555,000

17
605,000

31
760,000

14
870,000

66
532,000

12
597,000

Q4 - 16 Houses Sold
Median Price

62
660,000

48
550,000

23
835,000

44
612,000

18
667,000

48
730,000

6
1,400,000

55
516,000

20
516,000

Q1 - 17 Houses Sold
Median Price

18
674,000

16
552,000

2
1,280,000

15
561,000

10
650,000

16
690,000

3
960,000

18
498,000

7
475,000

SOME SASH & GABLE SALES FOR THE QUARTER
January 32 Madgwick Street, Wynnum 610,000

January 16 Jacaranda Street, Wynnum West 575,000

January 39 Foley Road, Hemmant 890,000

January 108 Worthing Street, Manly West 530,000

February 71 Stannard Road, Manly West 595,000

February 111 Waterview Avenue, Wynnum 591,000

February 10 Roseberry Parade, Wynnum West 810,000

February 163 Manly Road, Manly West 1,100,000

March 81 Stradbroke Avenue, Wynnum 665,000

March 4/121 Berrima Street 395,000

March 29 Barbara Street, Wynnum West 641,000

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Did you know? Sash & Gable also provides a property 
management service. Our procedures, systems and state-
of-the-art management software are industry best practice. 
The online portal gives you as the landlord instant access 
to your properties. You can view payments, disbursements, 
costs, work orders, completed jobs, past statements and an 
overview on the property cost vs earnings. A fantastic tool, 
keeping all your info in one place. For an overview of our 
system, terms and rates, please give us a call. Sash & Gable 
Property - where your property matters.


